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Great peace have those who love Your law, And nothing causes them to stumble. Psalms 119:165
“Peace” - the word itself seems almost mythical in the midst of turmoil that most of our world experiences each day.  As a Christian we know our lives are bombarded with one kind of assault or another and we struggle for that semblance of “peace” Jesus died for us to experience and even enjoy.  Psalm 119:165 gives us clear insight to the source of peace in daily life and at first reading makes it sound easy!  The Psalmist reveals that a love for God’s Word and His standards is the only true way to experience peace.  Isn’t it ironic that people desperately want peace but are not willing to embrace the source and security of God’s Word that enables us to have peace?  All around us we see attacks on God’s Word and the Truth He offers for daily living – victorious living!  Every Christian will face temptations to doubt and question if God’s Word and His way are really reliable and worthy of our love and devotion. But it is in that love and devotion that peace is promised and procured.
To dare to dream of a life of peace seems challenging and even if peace could be achieved we are tempted to think of peace as short seasons that do not last!  Yet the Psalmist promises a security for those who love God’s Word – “and nothing causes them to stumble.”  A love for God’s Word brings a stability that is anchored outside our selves and beyond our circumstances!  An anchor that holds firmly and faithfully, not just for a season but for all time and eternity!  If you are experiencing peace today it is without doubt due to your love for God’s Word!  If you are longing for peace and maybe even questioning if peace is really possible in our troubled world, may I encourage you to consider loving God’s Word!  His law, His instruction and direction for your life will in time lead you to a peace “that passes all understanding” and a stability that puts you on certain ground where nothing can cause you to stumble!  May God grant us wisdom to love His Law, courage to hold on to His Word in the presence of those who hate God and His Word, faith to believe and live out His Word so that peace and stability are not mythical allusions but constant, daily realities!
Love and Blessings,
Bro. Tony



Bezalel Church presents an evening with the founder of The Worship Studio Matt Tommey.  Come hear Matt share from his new book "Unlocking the Heart of the Artist: A Practical Guide to Fulfilling Your Creative Call as an Artist in the Kingdom".  Matt will be sharing relevant truths that are vital to artists in all creative media and sharing the vision for raising up an army of artists.  There will be a time for discussion at large and Matt will be signing books at the end of the evening.  For more information visit: http://www.unlockingtheheartoftheartist.com.

Please share this with those in your church who have an interest in the creativity and the arts.

Date: May 18, 2011
Time: 7pm
Location: Midtown Church, 426 Deering Rd., Atlanta, GA, 30309
Host: Bezalel Church, www.bezalelchurch.org

Thank you!
Kerry Jackson, Lead Church Planter
Bezalel Church
___________________________________________________________________




Prayer Request:
. 
Pastor Carnell Thomas asks for everyone to be on the lookout for a 15-passenger van for their church – Faithful Friends Baptist Church – Vine City.



Disaster Relief in North Georgia


On Thursday, April 28, just one day after tornados devastated many states, Jack McCormick was deployed to help with disaster relief efforts based in Rome, Georgia.

Having served at the site of many floods and hurricanes, Jack commented about the difference in this disaster.  “There were trees on roofs, across driveways, across roads, power lines down everywhere. The path of the tornado was clearly visible with homes and trees left untouched on both sides.  It’s hard to imagine looking at your own demolished home and then at one just a few feet away that is fine.  We were able to help by cutting trees, removing debris and tarping roofs.”

Sharon Fields-McCormick, who is a Disaster Relief chaplain, has also been called up to serve families in the north Georgia area affected by the tornados.

Volunteers that have maintained current certification and have current badges are eligible to respond.  Disaster relief teams will be deployed by the Georgia Baptist Convention for many weeks.  The next trainings will be held January 14, 2012 in Vidalia, February 4 in Valdosta, March 10 in Ellijay and April 14 in Cartersville.

Individuals who have not maintained current certification by attending regular training through the GBC are not able to respond but can support those who do with prayer and financial support.  For more information, go to www.gabaptist.org or call  770 936-5254.
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…a word from Stuart Lang,  GBC Consultant, State Director for Disaster Relief

I wanted to give you an update of what's going on with Disaster Relief responses around the state.  We have activated all of our clean-up & recovery units to various parts of the state.  At this time we are in Rome, Sunnyside, Flintstone, Madison, and headed to Barnesville.  The 2 cities that were hit the hardest, Trenton and Ringgold, are not yet ready for our help.  They are still doing search and rescue, and are working to get power lines restored.  I have called my counterpart in South Carolina to assist in that area of the state starting Monday morning.   At this point, the only request for feeding is for our own volunteers.  We have a feeding unit in Rome and another one in Sunnyside.  As is our custom, we have also deployed chaplains to work alongside our units in the field.
 
If you have churches asking about donations, they can donate online by going to our webpage at www.gbcdisasterrelief.org, or by sending checks to GBC designated for Disaster Relief.  One thing that I always encourage people to NOT do is to start collecting goods.  These areas are still trying to get their feet back on the ground and re-establish some infrastructure.  Unless you have a contact that is ready to receive and distribute those goods, they will probably go to waste.  So the rule of thumb is that money is always best.  
 







MERGE  July 11-16 in the North Georgia Mountains
MERGE is a collision between summer camp and a mission trip. Students are paired with community service projects, trained for an afternoon, and then work all week to complete them. Each day ends with an incredible worship service and small group time.  The event is held at the Georgia Baptist Conference Center in Toccoa.
Matt Petty will be speaking and Glenwood will lead in worship.  For more information, go to www.gabaptist.org or call the Youth Ministries office at 770 936-5234






Georgia Baptist Colleges & Universities

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES!

One of our Georgia Baptist Colleges is offering scholarship opportunities to High School Seniors for this Fall Semester 2011.
Please respond to the AASBC email address aasb2001@gmail.com for more information!
†††





Andy Perryman, Director of Missions, Georgia Baptist Association is 
coordinating an effort to buy new sheets for Penfield Christian Homes. If your chruch would like to help, please know that twin sets (200 count) of any color for this projectmay be donated. Churches not familiar with Penfield can get more information by visiting www.penfieldrecovery.com. If you have questions, let Andy know. Thanks in advance for your help in providing sheets for this important ministry.
Andy:  706-678-7381
dom@gaassn.org 



AASBC Vitalization Report:
Strengthen that which remains (Revelation 3:2) was written in the context of end-time events.  In these last days, our Association has some churches that need some strengthening.   On the other hand, we have churches that can help.
It’s our privilege to visit with churches that need strengthening.   I preached at one church, had lunch with a pastor from another church, we conducted a Vitalization Seminar (with free food) with Associational churches at Pine Lake Baptist Church, and toured the facility of a pastor from yet another church.  In meetings with the pastor of a fifth church, we instituted a “team lending” experiment where a staff member or member(s) from a healthy church can be placed “on loan” for up to a year to help churches that may be otherwise healthy, but lack in personnel to perform certain ministries.  Pine Lake Baptist Church is serving as the “guinea pig” for this experiment.   We are “borrowing” a man from a sister church to lead a men’s mentoring ministry.  We have a man helping with our student ministries.  Recently we contacted  a larger Baptist church from another Association to provide personnel to help us with Saturday recreation and tutoring ministries.  So far, so good!  The plan is working successfully!
If you have any insights, ideas, or if you want to help vitalization works, please contact Dr. Keith Pisani at 404-292-2100 or through E-Mail at keithpisani@juno.com
Dr. Keith Pisani (Vitalization Ministries Director)

Church and Community Ministries Report:
The Spirit of the Lord was upon Jesus when He came to heal the brokenhearted and set at liberty those who were bruised (Luke 4:18).  CCM ministries see this as a pattern for community ministries today.
In April, due to God’s will resulting in a turnover on the committee, the Association’s CCM board merged with the Pine Lake Baptist Church Health & Wellness Committee.  The next meeting is May 21, 2011 at 7:15 PM at Pine Lake Baptist Church (Building D).  All interested parties are invited to attend.
Recently, we have reorganized the committee, added personnel, and invested time in consolidating supplies and equipment into one centralized location.  Pine Lake Baptist Church  is offering ‘back to school ‘ immunizations, a ‘Back to School’ bash (with gifts), and  an annual Health & Wellness Fair (October 15, 2011).  We anticipate up to thirty vendors along with sponsors and presenters.
We can train churches on how to do community outreach events.  We have resources in evangelism and can train churches on how to do Health & Wellness events that include a fair, lecture series on health and non-health topics, screenings, immunizations, and networking with local schools.

If you have any insights, ideas, or if you want to help in CCM ministries, please contact Dr. Keith Pisani at 404-292-2100 or through E-Mail at keithpisani@juno.com
Dr. Keith Pisani (Church and Community Ministries Director)




AASBC Moderator Report:
The Administrative Council of the AASBC meets again in July of 2011 to finalize the Annual Conference.  Also we want to further develop the ministries and outreach of the AASBC.
If you have any insights or ideas that could prove helpful, please contact Dr. Keith Pisani at 404-292-2100 or through E-Mail at keithpisani@juno.com
Dr. Keith Pisani (AASBC Moderator)


Disaster Relief:
The tragic consequences of the recent tornado activity in Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and Tennessee stirred the hearts of believers to acts of compassion.  Although several Associations are equipped for first response ministries, our Association is currently in transition in this area.  Although our main link for responders is through Stuart Lang (GBC Consultant and State Director for Disaster Relief) , we do have a direct opportunity to help in the rebuilding process.  Dave Haase of the By His Grace Construction Company (Miami, Fl) helped our South Florida church rebuild after direct hits from the ‘dirty side’ of the eyes of both Hurricanes Katrina and Wilma.  His company focuses on rebuilding churches after catastrophic events by contacting insurance companies, acquiring the necessary funding for rebuilding, and by repairing and rebuilding churches.  Dave is a resource for information and ideas.
Stuart Lang’s Georgia Baptist Convention contact information is 770-936-5254 or by E-Mail at www.gbcdisasterrelief.org.  Checks can be sent to GBC designated for Disaster Relief. 
Dave Haase’s contact information is 205-614-1302 or by E-Mail at dhaase@byhisgraceconstruction.com.
On a personal note: in the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Wilma, we appreciated chain saws, chain saw oil, replacement chains, fuel, generators, and generators to supply power for refrigerators to keep medicines cold for the elderly and to power breathing devices.
If you have any other insights or ideas that could prove helpful, please contact Dr. Keith Pisani at 404-292-2100 or through E-Mail at keithpisani@juno.com
Dr. Keith Pisani (AASBC Moderator)





CONTRIBUTIONS BY AASBC CHURCHES
	1027 Church
	$1,212.15

	Bethesda Empowerment Center
	$300.00

	Bezalel Church
	$66.26

	Blueprint Church
	$1,644.78

	Brookhaven Baptist
	$400.00

	Brown Memorial Baptist Church
	$270.00

	Calvary Russian Church
	$0.00

	Caring Believers Bible Fellowship
	$0.00

	Chapel First Baptist
	$150.00

	Christ Church of Metro Atlanta
	$0.00

	Clairmont Baptist Church
	$248.33

	Clairmont Russian
	$0.00

	Clairmont Vietnamese Baptist
	$43.28

	Clarkston International Bible Church
	$1,498.33

	Cornerstone
	$0.00

	Decision Point
	$468.14

	Faithful Friends Baptist Church
	$128.15

	First Baptist Church of Atlanta
	$7,500.00

	First Nepali Baptist Church
	$328.37

	French African International
	$0.00

	Gospel Baptist Church, Atlanta
	$558.88

	Grace Journey
	$50.00

	Greater Fellowship Missionary Baptist
	$290.00

	Iglesia Bautista Vida Abundante
	$80.00

	Immanuel Baptist Church
	$0.00

	Laotian Missionary Baptist
	$0.00

	Life Church of Athens
	$800.00

	Midtown Bridge
	$0.00

	Mission Evangelique d'Atlanta
	$0.00

	Morningside Baptist Church
	$1,991.62

	Mt. Vernon Baptist Church
	$3,313.01

	North Peachtree Baptist Church
	$1,928.29

	North Peachtree Vietnamese Baptist 
	$105.89

	One Heart Church
	$0.00

	Pine Lake Baptist Church
	$1,348.42

	Rehoboth Baptist Church
	$800.00

	Rehoboth Ethiopian Evangelical
	$0.00

	Sanctuary of Atlanta
	$0.00

	Slavic Evangelical Christian
	$0.00

	Smyrna Word of Life Baptist
	$0.00

	Sudanese Christian Fellowship
	$0.00

	Sugarloaf Korean
	$0.00

	Templo Hispano Bautista
	$390.00

	The Praise Factory
	$100.00

	Voices of Hope
	$35.00

	Westhills
	$50.00

	Total Contributions - Churches
	$26,098.90
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